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In a story which has repeated itself with alarming frequency in Nicaragua during the past four
years, a successfully completed rebel disarmament process has once again been followed by a fresh
outbreak of armed violence. In the end, the month of April which saw the formal dissolution of the
Frente Norte 3-80 recontra group turned out to be the most violent since the beginning of the year.
Although the government blames the violence on bands of common criminals, reports coming from
the conflict zones indicate that at least some of the attacks have been perpetrated by renegade forces
who were previously affiliated with the FN 3-80.
In a communique issued on April 27, the Sandinista Popular Army (Ejercito Popular Sandinista,
EPS) said that during the month of April, activities by irregular groups in northern Nicaragua
resulted in a total of 34 killed and 14 wounded, among rebels and civilians, as well as 15 civilians
kidnapped. According to the report, during the same period, EPS troops clashed with irregular
forces 13 times during army operations designed to pacify the north. The EPS communique adds
that during April, rebels ransacked two farms and burned at least seven cars, busses, and trucks. In
fact, reports coming from the northern departments of Matagalpa and Jinotega indicate that public
transportation there was virtually paralyzed in late April following threats by armed groups to block
highways throughout the region and to attack any vehicles daring to venture out on the roads.
The threats were made by rearmed former contras (recontras) under the command of "Charro"
and "Northiel," two FN 3-80 leaders who refused to sign the rebel-government peace accords
in February (see NotiSur 03/04/94). Meanwhile, in response to the increased activity, the EPS
announced the launching of a military operation designed to clear all roads in the area around the
Matagalpa municipalities of Rancho Grande, Waslala, Matiguas, Rio Blanco and Mulukuku. On
April 28, reporters said military vehicles full of troops and infantry equipment were seen leaving
the capital for the north. Despite the intensity of the operations, as well as some signs that the rebels
may have begun to press President Violeta Chamorro's administration for social and economic
demands, the government has so far remained firm in its decision to treat the rebels as common
criminals.
According to EPS public relations chief Lt. Col. Ricardo Wheelock, who estimated that about 500
rebels are currently active in the north, "Armed political groups don't exist anymore. These are
bands of delinquents who are destroying the country's economy...we are not recognizing them
and we are not going to negotiate with them." For their part, defining themselves as "Nicaraguan
peasants who know how to work the land," the rebels issued a statement indicating that they are
fighting for concessions from the government. "We are not asking for charity, we only want to be
equipped to be able to work. We have a right to this...We favor a peaceful solution, but if the army
wants war they will get it." Since 1991, intermittent fighting has virtually paralyzed farming activities
in vast stretches of northern Nicaragua, further fueling the country's prolonged economic crisis.
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Although government offers of amnesty and promises of aid have succeeded in enticing thousands
of combatants to disarm, a combination of harsh poverty and the Chamorro administration's noncompliance with its commitments to the rebels have repeatedly brought new waves of violence.
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